Message

From: Mastro, Donna [Mastro.Donna@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/15/2021 1:45:21 PM

To: Seneca, Roy [Seneca.Roy@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: News Release: EPA orders Clarksburg to identify homes, businesses with lead service lines

Thanks Roy! Nice job!

Donna L. Mastro | Deputy Regional Counsel for Enforcement| US EPA Region Il ORC | (215) 814-2777 | MOBILE (267)
273-5407

From: Seneca, Roy <Seneca.Roy@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 9:39 AM

To: Ferrell, Mark <Ferrell. Mark@epa.gov>; Leonard, Paul <leonard.paul@epa.gov>; Esher, Diana
<Esher.Diana@epa.gov>; Dunn, Michael <dunn.michael@epa.gov>; Ruiz, Maryanne <ruiz.maryanne@epa.gov>;
Konfirst, Kathrina <konfirst.kathrina@epa.gov>; Kreider, Andrew <Kreider.Andrew@epa.gov>; Nitsch, Chad
<Nitsch.Chad@epa.gov>; White, Terri-A <White.Terri-A@epa.gov>; Landis, Jeffrey <Landis.Jeffrey@epa.gov>; Sternberg,
David <Sternberg.David@epa.gov>; Davis, Ginny <Davis.Ginny@epa.gov>; Benjamin, Traci <Benjamin.Traci®@epa.gov>;
Branche, Stephanie <Branche.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Miles, Amanda <miles.amanda@epa.gov>; Zieba, Kyle
<Zieba.Kyle@epa.gov>; Scott, Gail <Scott.Gail@epa.gov>; Koffi, LaRonda <Koffi.LaRonda@epa.gov>; Smith, William
(Region 3) <smith.william@epa.gov>; Kim, Lena <Kim.Lena@epa.gov>; Melvin, Karen <Melvin.Karen @epa.gov>;
Armstrong, Joan <Armstrong.Joan@epa.gov>; Rogers, Rick <rogers.rick@epa.gov>; Crumlish, Karen
<Crumlish.Karen@epa.gov>; Gillespie-Marthaler, Leslie <GillespieMarthaler.Leslie@epa.gov>; Delgrosso, Karen
<Delgrosso.Karen@epa.gov>; Brown, Kinshasa <Brown.Kinshasa@epa.gov>; Gardner, Allison
<Gardner.Allison@epa.gov>; Mastro, Donna <Mastro.Donna@epa.gov>; Lazos, Pamela <Lazos.Pamela@epa.gov>;
Reinfeld, Aviva <Reinfeld.Aviva@epa.gov>; Damm, Thomas <Damm.Thomas@epa.gov>

Subject: News Release: EPA orders Clarksburg to identify homes, businesses with lead service lines

importance: High

This news release will be distributed today to media in West Virginia:

EPA orders Clarksburg to identify
homes, businesses with lead service lines

PHILADELPHIA (July 15, 2021) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency issued an emergency administrative order
[link to be provided] Wednesday afternoon directing the Clarksburg Water Board to identify homes and businesses with
lead service lines and provide an alternative source of drinking water or filters certified to remove lead to all customers
who may be impacted by the lead exposure.

EPA, in coordination with the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources (WVDHHR), determined this
action is necessary to protect public health after determining that conditions in the Clarksburg water system may
present an imminent and substantial endangerment to human health.

The EPA order directs the Water Board to immediately identify homes that may be impacted and provide an alternate
source of drinking water and/or point-of-use filters certified for lead removal for homeowners where elevated lead

levels are known or where suspected lead service lines exist.

Additionally, the Water Board must provide EPA with a copy of its notification to the Clarksburg homeowners indicating
steps they can take to reduce lead exposure and that an alternate water supply has been made available or that certified
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filters were provided. The Water Board must also keep a daily log of which homes have received alternative water or
certified filters.

According to the order, the Water Board failed to timely notify the public about the risk of lead exposure as required in
an administrative order issued by the WVDHHR on July 2. EPA’s order reinforces the state’s efforts, as well as re-
affirming deadlines for work to be performed by the Water Board.

The WVDHHR issued a notice of violation on July 14 citing the Water Board for failing to comply with its July 2 order. Link
to WVDHHR press release, which includes links to the notice of violation and WVDHHR’s administrative order can be
found here: https//dhhrowy gov/News/ 2021 Pages/DHMR-Issues-Notive-of-Viglatonto-Clardshurg-Water-Board, aspx

The issue of lead service lines was first identified by staff in the WVDHHR’s Bureau for Public Health’s Childhood Lead
Poisoning Prevention Program during environmental lead assessments conducted at the homes of children diagnosed
with elevated blood lead levels. Drinking water sampling in several homes confirmed lead levels were above the EPA’s
action level.

The Clarksburg water system serves approximately 17,686 persons and has 7,913 service connections. In addition, the
system provides water to other public water systems that serve an additional 38,225 persons.

Parents of children under age 6 who are living in older homes serviced by the Clarksburg Water Board should discuss the
risks of lead exposure with their child's pediatrician to determine if precautionary blood lead testing is needed.

Additional steps all consumers can take include flushing water lines used for drinking and cooking and using bottled
water for making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from water and should not be practiced for lead
abatement.

For more information about lead in drinking water, visit: hitps /S www.epa.sov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-
information-about-lead-drinking-water

Roy Seneca

EPA Region 3 Press Officer
Office of Public Affairs
SENeCa rovEDeRa qov

(215) 814-5567
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